OHIO LINCOLN HIGHWAY LEAGUE

Minutes from the April 28, 2007 Annual Business Meeting

McIntosh Center at Ohio Northern University, Ada, Ohio

Pre-meeting  
Registration and Fellowship began at 9:15 a.m. and continued through 10:00 a.m.
At about 10:00 a.m., Mike Buettner (Lima) welcomed members and guests, after which the group said the Pledge of Allegiance.  The group was then welcomed by Mayor David A. Retterer of the Village of Ada, and Dr. Kendall Baker, President of Ohio Northern University.  Mayor Retterer presented a framed proclamation to Mike Buettner which declared that this day was Ohio Lincoln Highway League Day in Ada.  Special introductions were then made to recognize our guests from the Ada Community Improvement Corporation, each of whom greatly helped Mike with the planning of the day’s events.  This included Norman Rex, Ruth Roider, and Don Traxler.  Also introduced was Sue Harrison, a representative of the Hardin County Tourism Bureau.
I.   Call To Order 
The meeting was officially called to order by the president at 10:42 a.m. as a quorum (Article VII B) was met with at least ten members and at least two officers present.
II.  Officers and Directors Reports

A.  Treasurer's Report, as prepared by Michael Lester (Bucyrus):

Copies of the treasurer’s report were distributed to those in attendance, with critical numbers as follows:
Checking account—01/01/06
$2,468.71
Checking account—12/31/06
$2,100.70
2006 loss



$   368.01
B.  Secretary’s Report, as prepared by Mike Buettner from notes by Tammy Buettner (Lima).
Copies of the minutes from the 2006 meeting (Canton) had been posted on the OLHL web site to save on printing costs.  Hard copies were also available for mailing upon request.  The president sought a motion to accept said minutes as prepared.  Such a motion was made by Jeff Lotze (Louisville), seconded by Mike Hocker (Galion), and approved.

C. National Director Report, by Bob Lichty (Canton)

In the absence of Bob Lichty, Rosemary Rubin (Canton) discussed matters of national significance, including the opening of a business office for the Lincoln Highway Association (South Bend, Indiana), and the appointment of an executive director (Dr. David Hay).  Bob will be stepping down as national director when his term expires in June 2007, but will continue to be a major contributor in the future plans of the LHA—including but not limited to his service as the chairman for the centennial celebration of the Lincoln Highway in 2013.

D.  State Director Report, by Marie Malernee (Canton)
Marie submitted a report to Mike Buettner by way of an electronic mailing dated April 26, 2007.  Hard copies of that report are available upon request.

III.  Chapter Reports

A.  Mid-Ohio Chapter President Mike McNaull (Ashland) presented a hard copy of the chapter report to the secretary, which is attached herewith as “Exhibit A.”  In lieu of reciting all the chapter activities for 2006, Mike discussed some of the chapter highlights for the year.

B.   Eastern Ohio Chapter President Jeff Lotze (Louisville) presented a hard copy of the chapter report to the secretary, which is attached herewith as “Exhibit B.”  In lieu of reciting all the chapter activities for 2006, Jeff discussed some of the chapter highlights for the year.
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IV.  Other Reports

A.  The Ohio Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor was represented by Mike Hocker (Galion).  Mike submitted a report both to Marie Malernee and to Mike Buettner by way of an electronic mailing.  Hard copies of that report are available upon request.

V.  Old Business

Matters which would fall under the heading of “Old Business” were generally discussed in the several reports listed above.

VI.  New Business

A. Marie Malernee announced that she would not be able to attend the LHA Annual Conference in Fort Morgan, Colorado in June 2007.  Volunteers were sought to sit in for Marie and thus represent Ohio, but no one was able to commit at this time.  Marie also announced that she would not be serving a second term as State Director; thus, preliminary nominations were considered for that important seat, which would be for a three-year term commencing in June 2008.  A nominee must be named by March 2008.  Memberships on the national level have dropped by 10%, but memberships in Ohio have shown an even greater decline.  According to rosters published each September by the LHA, Ohio memberships have dropped from 166 in 2004 to 126 in 2006.
B.  All current OLHL officers were nominated for re-election.  This came as a result of a motion by Richard Taylor (Mansfield), seconded by Rosemary Rubin, and passed.  Officers through our next meeting in April 2008 are as follows:
Michael Buettner





President

Michael McNaull 




Vice President

Michael Lester 





Treasurer

Tammy Buettner





Secretary
C.  It was announced that Mike Buettner will continue his appointment as newsletter editor, and that Jim Ross (North Canton) will continue his appointment as webmaster, both through April 2008.  These appointments were made by the executive committee.

D.  It was reported that Michael Wallis, noted authority on Route 66, would be touring Ohio in July to promote his upcoming book on the Lincoln Highway.  Members were encouraged to participate in tour events in their home areas.
E.  It was agreed that the next annual meeting of the Ohio Lincoln Highway League will be hosted by the Mid-Ohio Chapter of the Lincoln Highway Association.  The date for the meeting was tentatively scheduled for Saturday, April 26, 2008.
VI.   Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 11:57 a.m., after which lunch was served.  It was reported that 31 members and guests were in attendance for this year’s events.
Post-meeting  
After lunch, Mike Buettner presented a brief program on the history of the Lincoln Highway in Ada and Hardin County.  At about 1:45 p.m., the group made the short walk to the front of Lehr Hall, where Ruth Roider skillfully read excerpts from a “Good Roads” speech that was originally delivered from the balcony at this same site in June 1915 by Governor Frank B. Willis.  Along the way, the former location of the Willis home was pointed out (it is now monumented by a small historical marker).  After the conclusion of the speech, the group had the option of visiting both the Willis Room in an adjacent college of law building, and also the wonderfully restored Pennsylvania Railroad depot and caboose in the center of town.  Most folks were heading for home by 4:00 p.m. to close out a pleasant spring afternoon.
Prepared by President Mike Buettner

from the notes of Secretary Tammy Buettner
