OHIO LINCOLN HIGHWAY LEAGUE

Minutes from the May 2, 2009 Annual Business Meeting

Massillon, Ohio at Massillon Museum
Pre-meeting  
A.  Registration and Fellowship began at about 10:00 a.m. and continued through about 10:30 a.m.
B.  Just after 10:30 a.m., OLHL President Mike Buettner (Lima) welcomed members and guests, after which the group said the Pledge of Allegiance.
I.   Call To Order 
The meeting was officially called to order by the president at 10:45 a.m. as a quorum (Article VII B) was met with at least ten members and at least two officers present.
II.  Officers Reports

A.  Treasurer's Report, as prepared by Michael Lester (Bucyrus):

Copies of the treasurer’s report were distributed to those in attendance, and were reviewed and discussed accordingly.  Critical numbers as follows:
Checking account—12/31/08
$1,499.11
Checking account—01/01/08
$2,332.27
2008 loss



$   833.16
It was pointed out that $840.00 were expended on three new display boards that are to be shared by the various Lincoln Highway groups in Ohio, including the Mid-Ohio Chapter, Eastern Ohio Chapter, and the Ohio Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor.  This expense was authorized at the 2008 Annual Business Meeting.  It is significant to note that the OLHL would have basically balanced the budget in 2008 without this special and necessary expense.  It is hoped that a policy change in the mailing of newsletters (see Item G under “New Business”) will help rebuild the treasury.
B.  Secretary’s Report, as prepared by Mike Buettner from notes by Tammy Buettner (Lima).
Copies of the minutes from the 2008 meeting (Galion) had been posted on the OLHL web site to save on printing costs.  Hard copies were also available for mailing upon request, and were also available at the time of the meeting.  The president sought a motion to accept said minutes as prepared.  Such a motion was made by Mike Hocker (Galion), seconded by Mike Logan (Gambier), and approved.
III.  Chapter Reports

A.  Mid-Ohio Chapter President Mike McNaull (Ashland) submitted a copy of the chapter report to the secretary, which is attached herewith as “Exhibit A.”  In lieu of reciting all the chapter activities for 2008, Mike discussed some of the chapter highlights for the year.

B.   Eastern Ohio Chapter President Jeff Lotze (Louisville) submitted a copy of the chapter report to the secretary, which is attached herewith as “Exhibit B.”  In lieu of reciting all the chapter activities for 2008, Jeff discussed some of the chapter highlights for the year.
IV.  Old Business

A.  Some matters which would fall under the heading of “Old Business” were generally discussed in the several reports listed above.  This would include the Cindell Street situation, where the OLHL/Eastern Ohio Chapter was instrumental in convincing the township officials to not pave over the photogenic and historic brick sections with blacktop.  This would also include the three new display boards, one of which was set up at an exhibit table for the benefit of the membership.
B.  Based on information from ODOT, the construction of a bypass around East Canton is on hold because money is not available to build it.  This would likely be the final four-lane section of U.S. 30 to be built in Ohio, and would end at an interchange with State Route 44 just east of East Canton, in the neighborhood of the west end of the westernmost section of Cindell Street (a portion already paved with blacktop).
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VI.  New Business

A.  Members were asked to report on various changes in the scenery along the Lincoln Highway in Ohio.  Michael Lester (Bucyrus) reported that the last of the old tourist cabins on the west edge of Crestline has been removed.  Richard Taylor (Mansfield) reported that a sign collector from New Stark now has possession of the old Bon-Air Motel/Truckers Welcome sign.  Mike Buettner (Lima) reported that a historical interest from Arlington (a few miles north of Williamstown) will be erecting a new brick pillar in Williamstown after construction in that area is completed.  The location will be close to that of a previous pillar which has been documented in photographs from the collection of OLHL/LHA member Tom Kroske (Arlington).  Michael Lester and Richard Taylor also discussed the need for repairs to the brick pillar that is one mile east of Oceola.  The concrete cap has been dislodged and has shifted off-center.  There are concerns that the pillar may be on private property instead of being within the highway right-of-way, but Mike Buettner is hoping to gather information to confirm this matter.  It was also reported that our good Lincoln Highway friends in Van Wert, led by Larry Webb, are planning a downtown streetscape program which may include four Lincoln Highway pillars, and perhaps an arch.

B.  After some thorough discussion, Mike McNaull (Ashland) made a motion that funds directed to the Ohio Lincoln Highway League in memory of the late Howard Donbar would be used to purchase five copies of the new Lincoln Highway DVD that recently appeared on PBS.  These DVD copies would be donated in Howard’s name to the several libraries which comprise the counties of the Mid-Ohio Chapter.  After the motion was seconded by Jim Metzger (Lima), and final discussion was made, a vote was taken.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote.  There was a total of $151.00 in funds to be designated for this purpose.  In a related matter, it was reported that Mid-Ohio Chapter member Don Stauffer recently passed away.
C.  Mike Hocker (Galion) spoke on behalf of the Ohio Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor and reported that the annual Lincoln Highway Buy-Way Yard Sale Event would take place on August 6-8, 2009.  Mike also submitted a copy of the OLHHC Director’s Report to the OLHL.  Both groups continue to have good working relationships with each other, as witnessed by the OLHL’s purchase of the display boards, one of which is generally to be used by the OLHHC.  Mike also discussed the popular hobby of geocaching, and how that hobby can be tied to promoting interest in rediscovering the Lincoln Highway in Ohio.
D.  According to rosters published each September by the LHA, Ohio memberships have decreased slightly over the past three years.  There were 126 memberships in 2006, 124 in 2007, and 120 in 2008.  States with more members are Iowa (174) and California (124).  The attendance for today’s business meeting was given as 30 members and guests, which is down two from the tally for 2008.
E.  The matter of the upcoming Army Convoy Re-enactment was discussed.  Overnight stops are scheduled on Monday June 15 at the Wayne County Fairgrounds in Wooster, with a rest day to follow.  Another overnight stop is scheduled on Wednesday June 17 at the high school in Delphos.  Tom Mykrantz (Wooster) reported that the lines of communication regarding this event have been poor.  He mentioned that the fairgrounds people did not have this event on their calendar until very recently.  Also, no one was sure who the contact person in Delphos might be—apparently no one within our group.

F.  All current OLHL officers were nominated as a group for re-election.  This came as a result of a motion by Richard Taylor (Mansfield), seconded by Jeff Lotze (Louisville), and passed.  Officers through our next meeting in spring of 2010 are as follows:

Michael Buettner





President

Michael McNaull 




Vice President

Michael Lester 





Treasurer

Tammy Buettner





Secretary

(Michael McNaull was comically quoted as saying “I did not see that coming.”  There was only a small bit of sarcasm in that statement.  After all, there has been virtually no changes to this list of officers in quite a few years, with each of the three men all having served at least ten years in their present roles.)
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G.  It was announced that Mike Buettner will continue his appointment as newsletter editor, and that Jim Ross (North Canton) will continue his appointment as webmaster, both through the next business meeting in spring of 2010.  These appointments were made by the executive committee.  It was reported that Jim Ross was reimbursed a total of $115.35 during 2008 to cover costs for maintaining the OLHL internet site.  This was the first time that Jim had ever asked for such a reimbursement, having made this a personal donation in all previous years.  Mike also reported that a new mailing policy is in place regarding Buckeye Ramblings, which is the OLHL newsletter.  Members are now encouraged to receive the newsletter in an electronic format if they have computer access.  Some members will continue to receive hard copies of the newsletter, but only by request.  It is hoped that this policy will reduce OLHL expenses.

H.  It was agreed that the next annual meeting of the Ohio Lincoln Highway League will be hosted by OLHL members living in the western counties of Ohio.  The date for the meeting was tentatively scheduled for the first Saturday of May 2010, which appears to be May 1, 2010.  In the past, our meetings have been scheduled for one of the later Saturdays in April.  However, many members have not been able to attend on these dates because of various conflicts.  With that in mind, the president determined that this matter should be permanently addressed by way of a membership vote at the 2010 meeting.
I.  Because there was a substantial difference between estimated and final expenses for this event (a difference to the good), Eastern Ohio Chapter President Jeff Lotze (Louisville) made a motion that $100 be donated to the Massillon Museum in appreciation for our use of their facilities.  This motion was seconded by Rosemary Rubin (Canton), and was put to a vote.  The motion carried unanimously.

J.  Jim Cassler (Canton) requested a few minutes to discuss the 100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America, an organization which is near and dear to his heart.  Jim discussed some activities that the group is planning in the eastern counties of Ohio, and challenged members from other parts of the state to contact their local scoutmasters to be involved as well.  Jim displayed a special patch that has been created to commemorate the anniversary event, which could involve new activities relating to the concrete posts set along the Lincoln Highway by the scouts in 1928.
K.  Jim Cassler also sought assistance and ideas regarding an Ohio “float” for the Lincoln Highway parade that will take place in South Bend at the Lincoln Highway Association’s annual national conference in June 2009.  It is likely that Jim will have one of his vehicles pulling the Ohio “float,” which could include such items as a brick pillar replica.  A show of hands was requested to find out who would be attending the national conference.  It appears that Ohio will be well represented.  OLHL President Mike Buettner will represent Ohio at the meeting of the Board of Directors.  Mike will likely represent Ohio for similar meetings in 2010 and 2011, but respectfully requested that the OLHL being to consider his replacement beyond those years. 
VI.   Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m., after which attendees were dismissed for optional tours of the Massillon Museum (which was the site of the meeting) and/or the nearby Massillon Museum of Military History.  It was reported that 30 members and guests were in attendance for this year’s events.  (NOTE: The business meeting was suspended between 12:06 p.m. and 12:40 p.m. so that a good lunch provided by the Eastern Ohio Chapter could be enjoyed to the fullest)
Prepared by President Mike Buettner

from the notes of Secretary Tammy Buettner
